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Licensing Unit - Environment & Leisure, Hub 1b, 3rd Floor, PO Box 64529, London SE1P 5LX 

Switchboard - 020 7525 5000  Website - www.southwark.gov.uk 

Strategic Director of Environment & Leisure -  Debra Collins 

Register to vote. Complete the forms delivered to your home. Information: 020 7525 7373 

MEMO:  Licensing Unit 

To Licensing Date 5
th
 October  2017

Copies Jayne Tear – Responsible Authority 

Ian Clements, Graham White – Met Police 

From Farhad Chowdhury Telephone 020 7525 0398 

Email Farhad.chowdhury@southwark.gov.uk 

Subject: Review of Premises Licence  

Southwark Rooms, 60 Southwark Street SE1 1UN 

I write with reference to the application made by Ian Clements from the Metropolitan Police 
regarding a review of the premises licence for Southwark Rooms, 60 Southwark Street 
London SE1 1UN. 

I would make the following comments in support of the Police review. 

 The premise is in a poor state of repair there are numerous exposed live electrical wall
sockets in the premises and hanging electrical wires in the ceiling of the premises.
Prohibition Notices have been served on the premises for this.

 Three Prohibition Notices have been served on the premises and despite warning the
premises were open using broken and exposed wall sockets, all three Prohibition
Notices have been contravened and a prosecution case is pending on this matter.

 On 9
th

 September 2017 the Night Time Economy Police visited the premises at night
and found that the front fire exit door were chained and locked with a bicycle lock.
Police informed us that the club were using the rear fire exit door to allow members of
the public into the club.  I visited the premises on 14

th
 September 2017 and discovered

that the chain and lock was still on the door and the DPS Mr Witter informed me that he
could not remember the combination number of the lock so it was left on the door.

 On 17
th

 September 2017, my colleague Mark Orton visited the premises at night whilst
working on the Night Time Economy Team.  He discovered that the club had chained
the rear fire exit doors with a padlock on it, while the premises were open and full of
customers inside.  This is a serious fire safety issue and in case of emergency
members of the public would not be able to escape safely.

 I visited the premises on 30
th

 September 2017 at 21:45hrs and discovered that all the
bar staff had been smoking inside the premises in the basement, there were cigarette
butts all over the floor and smell of smoke in the air.  I challenged Mr Witter about the
smoking he denied saying he was not here at the time staff were smoking.
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 The premises had a lot of wood and machinery and equipment such as circular saws
drills lying around while the premises are open.  There is a risk of slips trips or falls or
serious personal injury from having machinery lying around the premises.  The
premises appears to be like a building site and not suitable for a nightclub where
members of the public would have access to dangerous equipment.  There is no
explanation when the works would be completed in the premises.

 An NICEIC approved electrical engineers report needs to be provided to this
Department and any works recommended by the electrician needs to be carried out.

 The WC’s were filthy dirty with excrements all over the WC’s these need to be
thoroughly cleaned and sanitised and hot and cold water provide in the WC’s for
washing hands.

 Suitable and sufficient ventilation needs to be provided in the premises and both WC’s.

 Emergency lighting were not working at the time of my visit, and needs to be provided
in all parts of the premises and a certificate of testing needs to be provided.

 Fire Extinguishers have not been inspected by a competent person since 2014, they
need to be tested and a certificate of test produced every 12 months.

 There were no lighting in the front and rear staircases, both the staircases need
suitable lighting.

In my opinion Mr Witter and Ms Zalinska are not fit and proper persons to hold a premises 
licence, I therefore fully support the Police Review of the premises licence on grounds of 
public safety. 

Farhad Chowdhury 

Principal Enforcement Officer 



MEMO:  Licensing Unit 

To Licensing Unit Date  31 October 2017 

Copies 

From Jayne Tear Telephone 020 7525 0396 Fax 

Email jayne.tear@southwark.gov.uk 

Subject Re: The Southwark Rooms,  60 Southwark Street, London, SE1 1UN 

Application to review the premises licence 

I write with regards to the above application to review the premises licence submitted by the 
Metropolitan Police under the Licensing Act 2003. 

The application is concerned with the failure of the licensee Magdalena Zalinska and DPS 
Patrick Witter to abide by the conditions on the premises licence and failure to promote the 
licensing objectives.  

My representation is concerned with the prevention of crime and disorder, the prevention of 
public nuisance and public safety. 

The premises has been subject to enforcement action following breaches of the premises 
licence witnessed by council officers and officers of the Metropolitan Police Service. 

Support and advice regarding running the premises in line with the premises licence and 
responsible operation of the venue has been given on several occasions by Council officers 
and also officers of the Metropolitan Police and despite this, the licensee continues to 
commit breaches. 

On 22 March 2017 Patrick Witter attended the Council Offices at 160 Southwark Street to 
meet with the Licensing Department and a Police Licensing Officer.  Mr Witter signed a 
document stating that he understood his obligations under the Licensing Act 2017. 

Since then the following visits have been made to the premises whereby breaches of the 
premises licence have been witnessed. 

On 9 July 2017 at 00:15 The Metropolitan Police attended the premises. The Police 
witnessed the premises open. The premises ID Scanner was inoperable. 

348 An ID Scanning System to the reasonable satisfaction of Police be installed and 
maintained.  The system should be capable of sharing information about banned customers 
with other venues, identify the hologram of an ID and read both passports and ID cards, able 
to identify fake or forged ID documents to a reasonable standard.  The system will be in 
operation at all times after 21:00hrs whilst the premises are in operation under the premises 



licence when the terminal hour is after 01:00hrs.  All persons that enter the premises 
including staff, patrons, DJs and associated staff will be scanned and have their details 
recorded on the system.  The details shall be stored and made available on request for a 
period of no less than 31 days. 

On 12 August 2017 at 23:34 Licensing Enforcement Officers and Police Officers carried out 
an inspection to determine whether the licensable activities at the premises were carried out 
in accordance with the authorisation. During the inspection Officers witnessed the following 
conditions being breached: 

348 An ID Scanning System to the reasonable satisfaction of Police be installed and 
maintained.  The system should be capable of sharing information about banned customers 
with other venues, identify the hologram of an ID and read both passports and ID cards, able 
to identify fake or forged ID documents to a reasonable standard.  The system will be in 
operation at all times after 21:00hrs whilst the premises are in operation under the premises 
licence when the terminal hour is after 01:00hrs.  All persons that enter the premises 
including staff, patrons, DJs and associated staff will be scanned and have their details 
recorded on the system.  The details shall be stored and made available on request for a 
period of no less than 31 days. 

288 the premises shall install and maintain a comprehensive CCTV system as per the 
minimum requirement to the Metropolitan Police Licensing Officer.  All entry and exit points 
will be covered enabling a clear facial image of every person entering in any light conditions. 
The CCTV system shall continually record whilst the premises is open for licensable 
activities and during all times when customers remain on the premises. 

289 That recordings taken by the CCTV system intalled upon the premises shall be kept and 
made available for inspection by authorised officers for a period of thirty one (31) days. 

Staff were found to be smoking in the first floor office. 

On 3 September at 01:30 Police Officers carried out an inspection to determine whether the 
licensable activities at the premises were carried out in accordance with the authorisation. 
During the inspection Officers witnessed the following conditions being breached: 

353 A ‘696 Promotion Event Risk Assessment’ Form muyst be submitted for any occasion in 
the premises using a DJ or MC performing to recorded background music, operating 
between 10pm and 6am, that is promoted in some form by either the venue or an outside 
promoter, where entry is either free, by invitiation, pay on the door or by ticket.  A copy of the 
form must be provided to the Police and Licensing Unit a minumum of fourteen days prior to 
the date of hire 

On 10 September at 02:40 Police Officers carried out an inspection to determine whether 
the licensable activities at the premises were carried out in accordance with the 
authorisation. During the inspection Officers witnessed the following conditions being 
breached: 

345 There shall be no entry or re-entry of patrons after 02:00 on the days operating after 
02:00 



305 That signs shall be displayed at the entrance to the premies that state “Drug Free Zone” 
and “No Search, No Entry.  Management reserve the right to Refuse Entry”. 

347 After 22:00 hours, no more than 15 smokers to be sllowed outside the preemises. 

348 An ID Scanning System to the reasonable satisfaction of Police be installed and 
maintained.  The system should be capable of sharing information about banned customers 
with other venues, identify the hologram of an ID and read both passports and ID cards, able 
to identify fake or forged ID documents to a reasonable standard.  The system will be in 
operation at all times after 21:00hrs whilst the premises are in operation under the premises 
licence when the terminal hour is after 01:00hrs.  All persons that enter the premises 
including staff, patrons, DJs and associated staff will be scanned and have their details 
recorded on the system.  The details shall be stored and made available on request for a 
period of no less than 31 days. 

311 That notices shall be displayed and announcements made requesting that customers 
leave the premises in a quiet and orderly manner. 

On 17 September at 01:45 Licensing Enforcement Officers and Police Officers carried out 
an inspection to determine whether the licensable activities at the premises were carried out 
in accordance with the authorisation. During the inspection Officers witnessed the following 
conditions being breached: 

348 An ID Scanning System to the reasonable satisfaction of Police be installed and 
maintained.  The system should be capable of sharing information about banned customers 
with other venues, identify the hologram of an ID and read both passports and ID cards, able 
to identify fake or forged ID documents to a reasonable standard.  The system will be in 
operation at all times after 21:00hrs whilst the premises are in operation under the premises 
licence when the terminal hour is after 01:00hrs.  All persons that enter the premises 
including staff, patrons, DJs and associated staff will be scanned and have their details 
recorded on the system.  The details shall be stored and made available on request for a 
period of no less than 31 days. 

288 the premises shall install and maintain a comprehensive CCTV system as per the 
minimum requirement to the Metropolitan Police Licensing Officer.  All entry and exit points 
will be covered enabling a clear facial image of every person entering in any light conditions. 
The CCTV system shall continually record whilst the premises is open for licensable 
activities and during all times when customers remain on the premises. 

289 That recordings taken by the CCTV system intalled upon the premises shall be kept and 
made available for inspection by authorised officers for a period of thirty one (31) days. 

On 24 September at 01:24 Licensing Enforcement Officers and Police Officers carried out 
an inspection to determine whether the licensable activities at the premises were carried out 
in accordance with the authorisation. During the inspection Officers witnessed the following 
conditions being breached: 

348 An ID Scanning System to the reasonable satisfaction of Police be installed and 
maintained.  The system should be capable of sharing information about banned customers 
with other venues, identify the hologram of an ID and read both passports and ID cards, able 



to identify fake or forged ID documents to a reasonable standard.  The system will be in 
operation at all times after 21:00hrs whilst the premises are in operation under the premises 
licence when the terminal hour is after 01:00hrs.  All persons that enter the premises 
including staff, patrons, DJs and associated staff will be scanned and have their details 
recorded on the system.  The details shall be stored and made available on request for a 
period of no less than 31 days. 

288 the premises shall install and maintain a comprehensive CCTV system as per the 
minimum requirement to the Metropolitan Police Licensing Officer.  All entry and exit points 
will be covered enabling a clear facial image of every person entering in any light conditions. 
The CCTV system shall continually record whilst the premises is open for licensable 
activities and during all times when customers remain on the premises. 

289 That recordings taken by the CCTV system intalled upon the premises shall be kept and 
made available for inspection by authorised officers for a period of thirty one (31) days. 

On 30 September at 21:45 Health and Safety Enforcement Officers carried out an 
inspection. During the inspection Staff were found to be smoking on the premises. 

The licensing unit are currently persuing legal proceedings regarding the above offences 
under the Licensing Act 2003 and The Health Act 2006. 

I fully support the Metropolitan Police in asking for the premises licence to be reviewed. I 
have no confidence in the management/licensee/DPS of the premises to abide by the 
conditions put upon the licence or to promote the prevention of crime and disorder, 
prevention of public nuisance and public safety licensing objectives and therefore 
recommend that the premises licence is revoked. 

Jayne Tear 
Principal Licensing officer 
In the capacity of the Licensing Responsible Authority 




